n8         THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
under such conditions becomes war, which
is the precise antithesis of what trade rationally
conducted should be.
Europe's  renunciation  of economic war
will not be easy.   The ablest experts she
possesses have given her unanimous advice.
Tariffs, she was warned in 1927, have been
raised too high and the time has come to move
in the opposite direction.    The ultimate aim,
she was told in 1930, is to make Europe a
single   market   for  the   products  of  every
country   in   it.    But   if  high   tariffs   have
brought ruin to Europe as a whole they have
brought prosperity to a good many individual
Europeans, and the harm a reduction of tariffs
may do to an individual manufacturer can be
demonstrated much more vividly than the
benefit it will ultimately confer on the whole
community.    Ruritania   may   have   put   a
tariff on flour, and so got unnecessary mills
built when there were plenty already just
across the frontier in Aquitania to meet all
her needs, thus doubling potential output
without any increase of demand.   The millers
in Aquitania may have been seriously injured
and the people of Ruritania have to pay more
for their flour, but it is going to be a great
deal harder to get that tariff off than it was in
the first instance to put it on.